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website allows the user, to eas-
ily explore real estate in detail 
in the planned community.  
You will find complete descrip-
tions of each subdivision of 
MMR along with all those prop-
erties that are currently active 
on the market. 
Here are the key features of 
www.McDowellMountainProperties.com : 

Home–Get a quick overview of 
McDowell Mountain Ranch. 
MMR Map–See the 23 subdivisions 
of McDowell Mountain Ranch and 
a description of what is in each 
subdivision.  Here you can readily 
check for available properties in 
MMR or request information from 
Jane and Gerry on properties in a 
particular subdivision.  You are 
not asked to register with lots of 
personal information.  You can 
examine the listings without pro-
viding any information.  For a re-
quest on a specific subdivision all 
we need is an e-mail address. 
Search The MLS–If you don’t find 
what you’re looking for in MMR, or 
want to compare something in 
MMR to another Phoenix metro 
property, this page allows you to 
easily search the Multiple Listing 
Service (MLS) properties to get 
your answer.  Input your own 
search criteria and then see 
what’s available right now. 
MMR Property Owners–Curious to 
see the recent sales activity for 

McDowell Mountain Ranch prop-
erties?  Just click on this page 
and you’ll see details of all recent 
MMR sales laid out in an easy to 
use chronological order.  This in-
formation is updated regularly 
and draws its accuracy from the 
Arizona MLS system, the same sys-
tem used by all Realtors® in the 
state of Arizona. 
Useful Links–Check out other web-
sites offering complimentary real 
estate information, such as the 
Russ Lyon Realty Company’s web-
site. 
About Us–Get the scoop on the 
MMR Specialists that built and 
maintain this website, Jane 
Blacker and Gerry Murdock of 
Russ Lyon Realty.  Jane has more 
than 20 years experience in real 
estate—the last five years focused 
on McDowell Mountain Ranch 
and the surrounding area.  Gerry 
is an experienced corporate ex-
ecutive with an engineering de-
gree and an MBA.  He has been 
involved in real estate for the past 
five years in Hawaii and Arizona. 
We hope you enjoy using this 
new website and we invite you 
to contact us with your 
thoughts or suggestions on 
ways to make it even more 
useful for current and prospec-
tive McDowell Mountain Ranch 
property owners. 

Russ Lyon Agents Launch 
McDowell Mountain Website 
J ane Blacker and Gerry Mur-

dock of Russ Lyon Realty 
Company have launched their 
new website devoted to prop-
erties in McDowell Mountain 
Ranch.  Jane Blacker who is a 
long-time resident of the Cim-
arron Hills subdivision of 
McDowell Mountain Ranch 
said, “I’m very proud to be as-
sociated with a website that is 
focused on the real estate 
needs of residents of McDowell 
Mountain Ranch and people 
who would like to become resi-
dents”    
The new website is running at     
www.McDowellMountainProperties.com.  

Here you will find a detailed, 
up-to-the-minute description of 
McDowell Mountain Ranch, 
along with tools that allow you 
to search for available real es-
tate in MMR or obtain detailed 
information about recent sales. 
This is a single purpose web-
site, devoted to McDowell 
Mountain Ranch.  It doesn’t 
give MMR the “scratch-the-
surface” treatment that so 
many other real estate web-
sites do–simply acknowledging 
it as one of a whole range of 
communities within the Phoe-
nix metropolitan area.  This 
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Recent Activity in McDowell Mountain Ranch 

Active Listings Under Contract 

Recent Sales 

For up-to-the-minute information on active listings in 
McDowell or anywhere in Arizona and for more de-
tails about recent sales in MMR visit our website at: 

www.McDowellMountainProperties.com 

For up-to-the-minute information on active listings in 
McDowell or anywhere in Arizona and for more de-
tails about recent sales in MMR visit our website at: 

www.McDowellMountainProperties.com 



C astle Chase gated com-
munity consists of 172 

lots,and all the homes are 
single family detached and 
single story. The homes were 
constructed between 1997 
and 1999, and the homes 
are masonry block with in-
tegra wall  construction. They 
have a built-in, in-wall pest 
control system.  The builder is 
Centex Homes. Castle Chase 
is managed by a volunteer 
group of homeowners within 
the community who are 
elected to serve on the 
Board of Directors. This Board 
is assisted in their administra-
tion by City Property Man-
agement. The Homeowners 
Director for social events 
twice a year organizes two 
events per year for the home-
owners in the subdivision – 
one event in the Fall and one 
in the Spring, and these are 
catered and held in the 
community facilities. Also 
Castle Chase has a website 
— www.castlechase.org —
and a quarterly newsletter. 
The Community facilities are 
an open ramada area with a 
full kitchen, fitness center, 
heated community lap  pool 
and spa. 

Gerry and I listed 10830 E Salt 
Bush in Castle Chase late last 
month. It is 2 BR plus a den 
with a pool on a corner lot. 
At $549,900 for 1797 square 
feet it was listed for about 
$310 per square foot. It sold 
in less than two weeks and 
will close early next month. 

A detailed analysis of sales in 
McDowell Mountain Ranch over the 
past year reveals a continuing 
surge in prices on a $ per square 
foot basis as well as a continued 
strong pace of sales.  On a trend 
line basis, prices have risen almost 
40% per year.  Sales for the summer 
months of June, July and August 
for 2005 were just about even with 
the pace in the same three months 
last year (101 vs 99).  See chart be-
low. 

It appears, however, that rising 
prices have coaxed more owners 
to list their properties for sale.  In-
ventory at the present time is about 
two months of current sales.  A few 
months ago that number had 
fallen below one month. 

Another fact that emerges from 
examining the chart below is that 
not all properties are equal.  A cou-
ple of properties sold near the $400 
per square foot mark while a few 
went below $175 per square foot.  
Differences in amenities, views, lo-
cation and finishes influence where 
a given property falls in this range.  

An informed professional opinion is 
important in setting the listing price. 

In this more complex market accu-
rate listing pricing becomes even 
more important.  Properties that are 
overpriced in the beginning may sit 
on the market while others are sell-
ing.  

Marketing strategy also influences 
how quickly a property will sell.  
Since more than 80% of today’s 
buyers begin their search on the 
internet it is important that the inter-
net be addressed in the marketing 
plan. 

Because three-fourth of all transac-
tions happen because of interac-
tion between realtors it is essential 
that the marketing plan has a key 
component aimed at other real-
tors.  

An expert opinion on the market 
value of your home is available 
from Jane and Gerry with no obli-
gation.  Their professional market-
ing services can be put in place if 
you decide to list your home for 
sale.  

MMR Prices Continue to Climb 
Despite Inventory Increase 

Featured Subdivision 

Castle Chase 
By Jane Blacker 
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